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DARLINGTON COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION
MINUTES – July 18, 2017
5:30 p.m.
Darlington County EMS/Annex

Present:		Chad White, Dist. 4  (Chair) 		William Hudson, Dist. 3
		Mike Sprott, Dist. 1  (Vice Chair) 	Larry “Frankie” Jernigan, Dist. 8
		Travis M. Bishop, Dist. 6		Ralph Segars, Dist. 7	
Kevin N. Brown, Dist. 2	 

Absent:		Wes Woodard, Dist 5 			Julie Ritz, Planner I
Terri Cribb, Director, Development Svcs

Staff: 		Paula Newton, Planner III 		Wayne Yarborough, Planner II

Guests:		None
 
	In compliance with the Freedom of Information Act, a copy of the agenda was provided to the local news media and persons requesting information.


Election of Officers

Planner III Paula Newton called for Nominations for Chairman for the 2017-2018 service year at 5:30 p.m.  Commissioner Mike Sprott NOMINATED Commissioner Chad White for Chairman, with a second by Commissioner Frankie Jernigan.  Planner III Paula Newton then accepted the nomination and called for any further nominations.  Hearing none, she closed the floor to nominations for Chairman.  Commissioner Chad White was elected Chairman of the 2017-2018 PC service year by acclimation.

Chairman White thanked his fellow commissioners and then called for Nominations for Vice Chairman. Commissioner Frankie Jernigan NOMINATED Commissioner Mike Sprott to serve as Vice Chairman, with a second by Commissioner Ralph Segars.  Chairman White asked if there were anymore nominations.  Hearing none, he closed the nominations for Vice Chairman and Commissioner Mike Sprott was elected Vice Chairman for the 2017-2018 PC service year by acclimation.

I.  CALL TO ORDER – Chairman Chad White called the regularly scheduled meeting of the Darlington County Planning Commission to order on Tuesday, July 18, 2017 at 5:32 p.m.

II.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – All stood and recited The Pledge Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

III.  CITIZEN’S COMMENTS – None
(Maximum of 2 minutes per citizen; 30 min. total)

IV. PERSONAL APPEARANCES - None
(Maximum of 10 minutes per citizen; 30 min. total)

V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – June 20, 2017:  Chairman White called for this agenda item.

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Mike Sprott and seconded by Commissioner Kevin Brown to APPROVE the minutes as written of the regularly scheduled meeting of the Darlington County Planning Commission on June 20, 2017. Motion carried unanimously.




VI.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA – July 18, 2017:  Chairman White called for this agenda item.

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Mike Sprott and seconded by Commissioner Kevin Brown to APPROVE the Agenda as presented of the regularly scheduled meeting of the Darlington County Planning Commission on July 18, 2017. Motion carried unanimously.

VII. COMMUNICATION TOWER APPROVAL – None
VIII. PPPRELIMINARY APPROVALS – None 
IX. FFINAL APPROVALS –  None
X. AAPPROVAL OF SUBDIVISION ALONG PUBLIC ACCESS – None
XI. VARIANCE REQUESTS – None
XII. SSITE DEVELOPMENT – None

XIII. OOLD BUSINESS
· Change Verbiage – Section 2.3 Plat Approval, Recordation
· Change Verbiage – Section 2.5 Development Design

Chairman White called for these agenda items.  Planner III Paula Newton reported that the ordinance update had the third and final reading by Council at the July 10, 2017 regularly scheduled County Council Meeting.  This verbiage change was for the “complete and accurate road names”.  She reported that the verbiage change for lots off of an easement/ private road would go to Council for first reading in August.  Chairman White thanked Staff.

No motions made.  Information only.

XIV. NNEW BUSINESS

* Mobile Home Park  
		Previously known as Melton Acres MHP
Chairman White called for this agenda item.  Planner III Paula Newton directed the Commissioners to the agenda attachments, specifically the Letter of Intent for refurbishing this grown-over mobile home park.  She stated that the developer had provided previous and proposed park layouts.  She stated the Developer would like to change the name of the MHP from Melton Acres MHP to Country Place MHP, but will keep the existing road name (Rally Cir).  
Commissioner Sprott requested to be recognized; Chairman White recognized him.  Commissioner Sprott asked about the new layout and that there is no drainage on the plan.  He asked if that would be a problem or concern.  Planner III Newton responded that there are some drainage issues at the back of the property. She stated that the developer had designed all new spaces to the front of the property, with nothing to be placed in the area where there are drainage issues.  She stated that the layout presented was preliminary only.  She stated that drainage plans would still need to be submitted.  She stated that the Developer had Sellers Septic to inspect the existing septic tanks.  She stated that the Developer has informed Staff that the new areas would perc.  Some of the septic systems would have to be replaced/repaired.  Commissioner Sprott thanked Staff.
Chairman White requested clarification of the location on Green Street Road.  Planner III Newton gave directions from 401, being approximately one-quarter to one-half mile from the intersection on the right-hand side.  Chairman White thanked Staff.
Chairman White asked if Staff was requesting Preliminary Approval.  Planner III Newton stated that the approval would be for the Developer to Proceed.

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Mike Sprott and seconded by Commissioner Kevin Brown to GRANT Preliminary Approval for the new layout of the mobile home park currently known as Melton Acres MHP.  Motion carried unanimously.

* Junk Yard Ordinance
Chairman White called for this Agenda Item.  Chairman White reported that Staff had surveyed surrounding counties, and some of the counties do not have anything at all to guide development for junk yards.  Staff confirmed.  Planner III Paula Newton stated that Darlington County only gets involved at the point a junk yard becomes a nuisance.  She stated that currently there are no guidelines for junk yards.  She stated that Staff is asking for guidance on this issue and possibly drafting an ordinance.  Chairman White asked if Staff had a proposed ordinance, or if Staff wanted the Commission to draft the ordinance.  Planner III Newton requested direction from the Commission about which path to take.  Commissioner Segars stated that former President Lyndon Johnson had come out with a plan to help conceal junkyards and the like.  Commissioner Sprott confirmed that, and Chairman White called it the Highway Beautification Act.  

Chairman White requested the pleasure of the Commission to look at it on this date or to look at it next meeting.  Commissioner Sprott requested that Staff have a rough draft for the Commissioners to look at next meeting.  Commissioner Jernigan concurred.  Chairman White stated it generally worked better for them to have a beginning draft in order to move forward to a final draft.  Planner III Newton stated that Staff would draft an ordinance.  Chairman White thanked Staff.

**ACTION ITEM:  Staff is to draft an initial junk yard ordinance and bring to the next meeting.


XV. SSTAFF REPORTS - 
* Email regarding Plat Requirements

Chairman White called for this agenda item.  Planner III Newton stated that Staff had received two emails (one on May 5, 2017 and one June 6, 2017) regarding concerns that the plat requirements are causing some confusion.  She stated that there was only one surveyor that has called the office to complain.  These types of complaints have been ongoing for years, before 2.3 & 2.5 were adopted in June 2015.  Staff researched emails, and all emails from the time period leading up to and just after the ordinance was adopted were identified: March 27, 2015; April 8, 2015; May 8, 2015; June 9, 2015; and June 12, 2015.  These emails regarded the contents or and reasons behind the Plat Ordinance (2.3 and 2.5) and specifically requested input from the surveyors.  SCAC (South Carolina Association of Counties) also gave input, as well as other counties in the area providing synopses of their ordinances.  The information from SCAC and other counties was used in the drafting process for Darlington County.  
Commissioner Sprott asked if surveyors have a problem with that, and Chairman White asked what the concern or problem was.  Planner III Newton stated that only one surveyor has conveyed a concern, and that he was questioning everything that is required.  She stated that the previous Director of Planning has questioned a lot of things now, as well, even though he was involved in the drafting.  Chairman White stated that the ordinance that was passed spelled out the requirements.  Planner III Newton concurred.  She stated that Staff uses the ordinance as a checklist and provides it to the surveyors.  She stated that the emails prove that the ordinance was sent out for them to look at and respond to well prior to the adoption of it.  She stated that Staff wanted to let the Commissioners be aware of the seeming discontent.  She requested direction on next steps.  Chairman White suggested that the Commissioners could read back over it and study it, but he didn’t think that it needed to be revisited in terms of a total update.  He stated if there was anything specific that was causing a concern or a problem that the surveyor or complainant could appear before the Commission at the next meeting.  Commissioner Sprott concurred.

** ACTION ITEM:  Staff is to offer to surveyors (and others) who complain about DSO 2.3/2.5 the opportunity to appear before the Commission at a regularly scheduled meeting to discuss their specific concerns.




XVI. COMMISSIONERS COMMENTS / REQUESTS – None

XVII. ADJOURNMENT

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Mike Sprott and seconded by Commissioner Frankie Jernigan to ADJOURN the regularly scheduled meeting of the Darlington County Planning Commission on Tuesday, June 20, 2017 at 5:44 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.

ACTION ITEMS:
1. Staff is to draft an initial junk yard ordinance and bring to the next meeting.
2. Staff is to offer to surveyors (and others) who complain about DSO 2.3/2.5 the opportunity to appear before the Commission at a regularly scheduled meeting to discuss their specific concerns. 
